^O-J 


^> 


A^ 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0 


I.I 


'-litt  IIIIIM 
■'  '*  IIIJl 

^     12.0 


.8 


1.25      1.4 

1.6 

^ 6"     — 

► 

p% 


*^'^/ 


e. 


cf- 


<$>! 


'^W 


m 


^1 


/# 


Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  NY    14580 

(716)  872-4503 


^ 


fV 


^v 


N> 


-4^^ 


iv 


■^ 


6^ 


%.v         ,«*, 


% 


^   #^ 


'^'^"..^  <^' 


9)^ 


i/i 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHM/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  Microreproductions  /  Institut  canadien  de  microreproductions  historiques 


€^ 


<^' 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes/Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 


D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

n 


D 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 

Covers  damaged/ 
Couverture  endommagee 

Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaurde  et/ou  pelliculde 

Cover  title  missing/ 

Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 

Coloured  maps/ 

Cartes  gdographiques  en  couleur 

Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 
Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 

Bound  with  other  material/ 
Relid  avec  d'autres  documents 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  reliure  serr^e  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  le  long  de  la  marge  intdrieure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajoutdes 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte, 
mais,  lorsque  cela  6tait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6t6  filmdes. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  suppl6mentaires; 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  6t6  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-dtre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  m^thode  normaie  de  filmage 
sont  indiqu6s  ci-dessous. 


□    Coloured  pages/ 
Pages  de  couleur 

□    Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommag6es 

□    Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Pages  restaur^er.  et/ou  pellicuides 

0    Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 
Pages  d^color^es,  tachet6es  ou  piqu6es 


^ 


Pages  detached/ 
Pages  detach^es 

Showthrough/ 
Transparence 


I      I    Quality  of  print  varies/ 


Quality  in6gale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprend  du  materiel  supplementaire 


D 
D 


Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refilmed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure, 
etc.,  ont  6t6  filmdes  d  nouveau  de  fapon  d 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 


( 

Je  do 
10X 

tcument  est  fil 

m6  au  taux  de 
14X 

redu 

ction 
18X 

indu 

^ue  ci-des 

sous 
22X 

26X 

30X 

/ 

12X 

16X 

20X 

24X 

28X 

32X 

:ails 
du 

>difier 
une 
nage 


The  copy  filmed  here  has  been  reproduced  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of: 

National  Library  of  Canada 


The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


L'exemplaire  filmd  fut  reproduit  grSce  d  la 
g6n6rosit6  de: 

Bibliothdque  nationale  du  Canada 


Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t6  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nettet^  de  l'exemplaire  filmd,  et  en 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
papier  est  imprimde  sont  film^s  en  commen^ant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
dernidre  page  qui  comporte  une  »  npreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  selon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  film6s  en  commenpant  par  la 
premidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'imr.ossion  ou  d'illustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  dernidre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  — ^  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED'),  or  the  symbol  V  (meaning   'END"), 
whichever  applies. 


Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaitra  sur  la 
dernidre  image  de  chaque  microfiche,  selon  le 
cas:  le  symbole  ^^  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbole  V  signifie  "FIN". 


Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  Stre 
filmds  d  des  taux  de  reduction  diffdrents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  etre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  cliche,  il  est  filmd  d  partir 
de  Tangle  sup6rieur  gauche,  de  gauche  d  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  n^cessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  m^thode. 


rrata 
to 


pelure, 
n  d 


□ 

32X 


1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

C   \  N   \  I)  A 


A  POLITICAL  CHANGE 


NEEDED    IN  CANADA. 


t''^ 


— ^         W.  DRYSDALE  &  CO., 
Publishers,    Booksellers   and  Stationers, 

232  ST.  JAMES  STREET,  MONTREAL.  ^^^ 


FC  SZO 


^7^? 


A  POLITICAL  CHANGE 


NKEDKI)  IN  CANADA. 


(3ne  of  llie  L!:ioateMt,  if  not  tlu'  greatest,  of  the  dangei'H  to 
which  Cunadu  is  at  this  moincnt  ex|jot*ed,  is  the  want  of  an 
efficient  Constitutional  ()|»posi  ion  in  l^arlianient,  it  may  be 
siiid  in  the  cnimtiy. 

A  ministry  lon^  in  power  ami  unchecked  in  itn  administra- 
ti(»n,  necessarily  dei^erwM'ates  into  an  olii^ai'chy,  or,  as  in  our 
case,  into  an  autocracy,  the  one  I'cai  rulci-  havini^  a  thoi'oui!:h 
Unowledii;c  of  the  weaknesses  of  inard<ind,  wiiich  has  enabled 
him  to  hold  the  reins  of  power  f(jr  a  period  of  i-onsiderably 
more  than  a  (quarter  of  a  eentuiy,  with  but  one  break,  and  that 
])r'oduci'<|  by  a  t-ausi'  whiidi  woukl  have  doomed  any  man  to 
jjnjiticul  annihilation  had  a  sound  pid)lic  opinion  existed.  It 
was  undoubtiMlly  to  tiic  weakness  of  his  political  opponents, 
i-ather  than  to  his  own  strength,  that  his  restoration  was  due. 
it  is  easy  to  attribute  his  success  to  his  j)ersonal  influence  ;  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  flatters  the  vardty  of  those  with  wliom 
he  comes  in  contact ;  to  the  support  ho  has  drawn  by  a])peal- 
ing  to  the  selfishness  and  i;-reed  of  various  classes  of  the  ''com- 
munity; to  the  lavish  expenditures  for  local  works,  in  c(/)nsti- 
tuencies  which  return  his  supporters  to  Parliament  and  re- 
fused to  those  which  send  adherents  of  the  opj)Osition.  /Phese 
have  no  doubt  had  an  influence  of  no  small  weight.  F/ut  are 
these  all  ?  The  Mackenzie  administration  came  into  office 
with  the  approval  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  people,  and' wisely- 
conducted,  might  have  retained  power,  but  the  one  great  blot 
was  fatal.  The  people,  whilst  not  doubting  Mr.  Mackenzie's 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  beat  interests  of  the  country,  had 
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no  confidence  in  the  pjitriotiHm  of  LIh  adminihtralion  ;  in  itH 
regard  for  the  welfare  of  Canada  ;  in  its  determination  to  con- 
solidate her  power  and  to  push  forward,  earnestly  and  boldly, 
every  undertaking  that  would  ensure  her  prosperity,  even  at 
the  risk  of  present  difficulties.     Its  vacillation  and  hesitation 
to  j>i'oceed  with  the  puhlic  works  which  the  sense  of  the  whole 
community   saw   were  indispensable,  if  the  resoui'ces  of  the 
country  were  to  he  developed,  turm^d  the  feeling  against  the 
(lovernmeut,  more  especially  as   it   was  at  a  time  when  the 
universal  dej)res8i(jn  of  trade  would  have  enabled  these  works 
to  be  cari'ied   to  a  eompletiou  at  a  comparatively  small  cost, 
and,  at  the  samt^  time,  without  violating  either  the  spirit  or 
the  letter  of  the  truest  political   economy,  would  have  found 
employment  for  many  tiiousands  hanging  about  in   enforced 
idleness  at  home,  or  looking  about  foj-  work  abroa<].     In  short, 
there  ai'ose  in  the  community  the  feeling  that  the  men  then 
in  power  had  no  faith  in  the  futuie  of  the  country  they  were 
called  on  to  rule,  and  this  was  intensified  by  the  unconcealed 
love  whi(-h  some  of  those  by  whom  the  premier  was  surrounded 
entertained  foi-  the  institutions  of  the  I'nited  States,  and  their 
laudations  of  every  thing  south  of  the  line,  to  the  disparage- 
ment of  their  own  countiy.     It  was  this  instinctive  feeling  of 
distrust,  as  well  as  disbelief   n  their  administi-ative  capacity 
that  destroyed  the  Mac'  enzie  administration,  leaving  its  ad- 
herents to-day  a  mere  rump,  without  power  or  influence  in 
the  councils  of  the  country,  because  the  party  has  no  definite 
policy, — and  no  community  can  prosper  by  simply  drifting 
aimlessly.     It  has  been   remarked   that   in  the  first  French 
Revolution,  the  strength  of  the  Jacobins  was  mainly  owing  to 
the  successful  appeals  which   thej'  were  constantly  able  to 
make  to  the  patriotism  of  the  people.     The  same  lesson  is 
taught  by   the  results  of  a  similar  appeal,   in    the  days  of 
Klizabeth,  when  the  Pope  had  pronounced  against  her  a  sen- 
tence of  excommunication  and  deposition;  when  the  Jesuits 
were  working  heart  and  soul  for  the  subversion  of  her  throne  and 
boasted  of  the  overwhelming  success  of  their  efforts  to  win 
over  the  nation  to  submit  to  Rome  ;  when  the  struggle  between 
Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  seemed  as  if  it  might  at  any 


moment  eulmiiiato  in  civil  war  ;  when  Philip  of  Spain  was 
aHsured  tliat  he  had  only  to  land  on  (ho  coast  and  he  would 
he  supported  by  the  gioat  hulk  of  the  people,  who  were  ea<;or 
lo  drive  Klizaheth  from  power.  But  as  soon  as  the  Armada  ap- 
jiroachod,  and  the  ap])t>al  t(»  patriotism  was  made  in  trumpet 
tones,  ditferences  wei'e  f<»r<^otten  and  side  by  side  all  rushed  to 
resist  the  foi-eii^n  invader,  every  man^  whatever  his  religious 
helief,  i-esolvini;'  to  fight  lor  his  country  and  his  (^ueen.  Acting- 
on  this  sentiment,  Sir  John  Macdnnald  raised  the  cry  of  a 
national  pnlicy,  as  a  remedy  lor  (he  depr«'ssion  of  trjule  and 
dearth  of  employnuMit,  and  the  people  rallied  to  the  cry, 
trustiriiJ!:  to  the  patriotism  of  their  old,  justly  disgraced,  hut 
now  ichahilitatod  leader. 

This  has  been  the  wecrel  of  his  stiength,  and  it  is  to  tliis 
htdief  in  spite  of  many  grossly  dishonorable  acts,  committed 
and  sanction(Ml  by  himself  an<l  his  ministry  and  friends,  lie 
owes  his  long  continuance  in  power,  as  it  is  to  the  contrary 
belief  that  the  opposition  has  sunU  into  such  a  state  of  pitiable 
weakness.  It  is  not  his  intluenci'  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
or  his  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  members  and  his  fann- 
liarily  and  kindly  intercourse  with  them  that  have  enabled 
him  to  retain  power.  These  tactics  atfcct  only  the  few.  He 
in  supported  by  the  country  at  large,  not  on  account  of  his 
unsullieil  administi-ation,  for  ho  would  be  a  bold  man  who 
would  thus  characterise  a  jtolicy  which  has  degraded  politics 
to  the  lowest  level,  but  because  the  country  as  a  whole  does 
not  believe  its  interests  would  be  safe  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  have  no  faith  in  Canada,  and  who  would  sell  the  country 
to  a  foreign  and  hostile  power,  if  they  are  to  bo  judged  by  the 
way  in  which  they  exalt  her  pretensions  and  dopi-eciate  the 
skill,  the  energy  and  the  resource-^  of  their  own  land. 

In  saying  this,  is  it  necessary  to  defend  the  unscrupulous 
acts  of  this  present  ministry,  the  reckless  waste  of  public 
money,  the  pander-ing  to  the  lowest  greed  of  supporters,  who 
have,  or  are  supposed  to  have,  weighty  inHuence  in  constitu- 
encies ?  One  of  the  instrumentalities  which  has  degraded  and 
lowered  the  tone  of  public  morality  in  Canada,  is  the  scur- 
rilous abuse  by  the  party  press  of  every  man  in  public  life. 


Tho  Olio  Hide  Imn  boon  in  this  i-oHjiect  an  i^'uilty  us  the  other. 
The  UiaderH  on  hoth  Hides  have  been  aceutiod  of  the  meanest 
rrimes  ;  of  plundoriiij^  tho  Treasury  for  their  own  private 
benotit;  tiie  members  of  Pai'Iianient  have  been  chari^ed  with 
selling  their  votes  foi*  a  (consideration  in  money  or  its  e([ui~ 
valonl,  until  the  charges,  so  often  I'opeated  were  believed,  with 
the  deplorable  result  that  it  was  taken  foi*  granted,  and  latterly, 
not  without  reasoti,  that  every  man  who  tried  to  enter  public 
life  did  so  from  the  meanest  motives,  and  that  both  bides  being 
alike  coi-rupt,  it  was  only  u  choice  ^ii'  evils,  so  fai"  as  honesty 
was  concerned,  which  should  rule,  but  that  one  had  at  least 
the  onei'gy  and  ability  to  push  on  the  work  of  developing  the 
resources  of  the  country,  even  if  that  shoukl  bo  done  at  an 
unwarrantable  cost,  whilst  the  other,  whether  from  timidity 
ov  incapacity,  shewed  a  helplessness  which  engendered  con- 
tempt. A  ])arallel  has  been  drawn  between  the  course  of  the 
present  leader  of  the  (lovernment  in  (Canada  and  that  of  Wal- 
polo,  and  in  some  measui'e  the  |)arallel  holds  good.  Walpole'8 
majoi'ity  rested  on  management  and  corrujition ;  so  does  Sir 
John  Macdonald's;  tho  same  (cynicism  is  common  to  both,  the 
same  sneei-  at  aj)j)eals  to  the  loftiei*  and  ])urei'  motives  of  action 
as  school-boy  flights,  which  the  younger  members  will  leave 
off  as  they  grow  wiser  ;  the  same  knowledge  how  to  gloss  over 
their  vices,  and  the  ability  to  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
people.  It  was  on  this  point  that  Walpole's  opponents  failed, 
as  do  those  of  Sir  John  Macd<mald.  liut  the  resemblance  ends 
hero.  Walpole  was  an  accomplished  Statesman;  Macdonald 
a  trickster  and  oppoi'tunist.  Walpole's  trade  policy  infused 
new  vigour  and  prosperity  into  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
that  of  Sir  John  Macdonald  hampers  and  i-estricts  it,  and 
tends  to  destroy  its  permanent  prosperity. 

And  herein,  again,  lay  one  of  the  weak  spots  of  the  Mac- 
Ken/ie  administration.  Himself  deeply  imbued  with  Free 
Trade  doctrines,  he  had  as  his  colleagues  men  of  narrow  views, 
who  believed  in  Kree  Trade,  but  had  no  competent  knowledge 
of  its  application,  and  who  by  violating  every  teaching  of 
political  economy,  disgusted  the  people  with  the  system  itself, 
because  so  stupidly  applied  by  men  whose  ignorance  of  the 
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Hiibject  WUH  e(iuallod  onl}' hv  their  (|(>i;matisiu.     In  (ItMnaiKl- 
iii^  a  rcveniio  to  iiicct  honestly  our  en^ra<^oni-'nlM,  depomlejiee 
must  he  phieed  hirgclyon  the  eiistonis  diitieK  on  irnportHHO  that 
the  name  Free  Trade  can  never,  so  far  as  present  appoaraneos 
i^'o,  be  more  than  a  name.     Had  the  administiation  been  wise^ 
the  taritV  eould  have  been  so  arranged  as  to   have  lomoved 
obstacles  fioni  the  path  of  eommerce,  so  as,  at  least,  not  to 
have  <liscriminated  unjustly  in  favor  of  foreigners  an  against 
our  own  })eople.     Yet  this  is  what  was  rolused  in  the  most 
olfensivo  way  possible.     The  ^laedonald  adminstration  eri-s  as 
greviously,  and  is  doing  pr^^bably  greater  permanent  injury  to 
the  commerce  of  the   country  than  did  its  predecessors,  but 
the  policy  is  sweetened  and  made  palatable.     To  add  to  the 
contempt  into  which  the  liberal  party  hns  fallen,  their  leaders, 
on    the  very  evo  of  the  last  general  election,  recanted  their 
views  on    trade   policy,  on  what  they   considered   a  political 
exigency,  and  thus  showed  with  how   little  sincerity  they  had 
advocated  them.     The  struggle  has,  in  fact,  degenerated  into  a 
vulgai-  scramble  for  ottico  between  the  Ins  and  the  Outs;  with 
the  enorinuus  advantage  on  the  side  of  the  former  that  tliey 
have  all  the  influence  that  possession  can  give,  and  with  the 
still  stronger  hold  in  the  belief  that   they  will  not  sutVer  the 
rights  of  Canada  in  internati'iial  atVaii-s   to  i>e   infringed.     It 
is  possible,  nay   it   may  be  considered  certain,   that  the  other 
]»artv,  were  they  to  gain  jiower,  would  be  force<I  by  their  ]>osi- 
tion  and  responsibilities  to  a<lopt  the  same  p(»licy  of  resistance 
to  encroachments  as  docs  the  |)re>ent  ministry.      Hut  does  any 
one  believe  it?     Then    their   parliamentary    tactics    are    con- 
temptil)le.      It    is   pitiable  to  see  every  session   the  petty  cri- 
ticisms on  cab  hires  and  similar  expenditures,  whilst  misap- 
plied millions  are  allowed  to  Ik^  voted   unehecked.      Kven  the 
triHiiig  and  (juei-ulous  fault-tinding  with   the  extravagance  of 
cab  hires  is   inetiectual,   because  done  without  knowledge  or 
judgment.     The  amounts  may  not  be  large  as  compared  with 
the  millions  squandered  to  biibe  constituencies,  but  they  are 
nevertheless  serious,  and  should  be  carefully  investigated,  and 
means  devised  to  put  a  stop  to  a  gross  abuse,  and  the  daily 
misuse  of  jtublic  money  to  satisfy  the  greed  of  subordinates, 
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a<'tiii/4  ill  (•<»llll^i(Ml  willi  (  uli  men  wlnt^c  volos  mio  iIiuh  hpcii- 
rt'fl.  No  f^i'cjil  (lilliciilly  noc'l  he  roiiiiti  \\\  <lcvisiiiiX  ii  pliin  for 
cIitH'kin^  llu'  Hvstern  of  |iliiii(lor  covci-cil  hv  tlio  charge  I'of 
cull  hires  and  like  ifcmis,  Imt  (his  seems  lo  l»o  hcynnd  th«' 
aliilitios  1(1'  the  ••|tp()si'i(in  critics,  who  snarl  hut  tind  no  curt'. 
What  is  the  roasctn  that  with  every  disposition  to  attaei<  the 
present  administration,  the  opposition  eonline  themselves  to 
these  al)UHes,  \vlii(di  had  as  they  are,  eonstilnte  ti'itles  as  com- 
pared with  the  enormous  sums  voted  with  the  scarcely  dis 
^uised  ohjeet of  purcdmsinij  the  support  of  the  constituoneies 
in  which  the  money  is  to  he  spent,  oi-  of  the  contractors  who 
ai'e  ex])ected  to  contribute  largely  to  election  exjienses!  Ir  it 
that  the  leaders  of  the  op]>osilion  ai'o  not  ahle  to  grap])le  with 
any  (|Uest,ion  hi<j:Hei'  than  that  of  a  cal>  hire?  Or  is  it,  in 
reality,  hecaiise  tljoy  are  afraid  of  attacking  larger  aliases  at 
the  risk  of  still  farlhei-  alienating  the  puin-hasahle  constituen- 
cies and  contractors,  and  so  desti-oying  their  hold  on  them  at.  a 
general  election  ?  They  ai'c  iinahle  to  stop  comjiaratively 
small,  although  none  the  les<s  serious,  expenditures,  and  the 
people  looking  on  smile  with  contempt  at  seeing  these  fussy 
and  unsuccessful  attempts  to  stop  the  leak  at  the  spigot,  whiUt 
the  flood  is  rushing  furiously  out.  of  the  hung-hole.  They 
make  the  o|)posilion  contemptible  and  still  fiiither  lessen  the 
influence  that  a  body  of  men  with  well  defined  principles, 
howcvtn'  unpopular  they  may  be  f«)r  the  moment,  ought  to  pos- 
sess, if  any  check  on  abuses  is  to  become  poHwible. 
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Still  further  to  vveaken  the  influence  of  the  opposition,  they 
have  no  leader.  They  havi^  one  or  two  (do(|uent,  some  fluent 
speakers,  but.  they  have  not  a  singici  man  whose  personality, 
honesty,  ability  and  strong  convictions,  can  stam]»  bis  impi'ess 
on  the  party  and  weld  its  members  into  one  homogeneous  and 
compact  mass.  Need  a  more  distant  incident  be  referred  tu 
than  the  scene  on  the  occasion  of  the  vote  on  the  Jesuit  En 
dowment  Act  ?  When,  wdth  impudence  that  was  sublime,  the 
leadei'  of  the  (tovernment.  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  declared 
that  he  was  unablo  to  advise  the  disallowance  of  the  Act,  since 
it  was  within  the  competency  of  the  Quebec  Legislature,  did 
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flie^liosl  of  tin-  niiii<ltM('(l  liclrllior  imi  pass  l»otoi»«  tim  fVcs  of 
soint^  of  Ihosr  who  liojiifl  lJuMl«'«laratiori  ?  Tliat  iinforliiMiito 
liioiitommt  rrf)voiiioi'  luul  actml  Mtiiclly  within  the  lirw  of  hin 
coiistitiitioiiiil  powcru  ;  ho.  in  tho  host  intiTt'HtH  of  thf  Provinco 
of  (^iiohec.  disinissed  a  niinlHtry  whirh.  hy  tho  adinif^siori  of  its 
leatler,  only  heltl  office  at  tho  will  of  a  body  of  railway  oontrac- 
toi'H.  j)r<)rnotois  and  johljcis,  who  wore  I'apidly  lilctHlin^  tho 
Province  todoath.  and  whoHodoinands  In- could  n()t  resist, except 
with  the  certainty  of  dofoat.  It  was,  if  posNihIe.  to  sociiro 
lioncst  adniinistratittn  that  tho  ministry  was  diHtnisscd,  and 
the  election  which  followed  <lcHtroyod  their  purchased  majoi'ity. 
Was  thort*  any  scruple  tlien  aH  to  the  oxorciso  ol  the  jiowor  of 
disallowance?  Wei'O  there  any  tinedrawn  iheories  ahout  tho 
liraitrt  of  Federal  and  Provincial  riuhts?  A'  >iu  Mow  fell  tiio 
i^reat  constitutional  safc^^iiard  rai>od  hy  i  he  existence  of  a 
Licutenant-Govei-nor,  acting  under  th  •  advii  ^^  of  hi  constitu- 
tiofai  .idvisci's.  hut  resj)onsihlo  for  liis  acts  i  »  the  J^egislature, 
and  still  more  rosponsihle  Lo  tho  people  whii  Ii  the  Jjogislatnre 
is  supposed  to  roproBont.  A  more  fatai  Mow  was  novor  struck 
at  the  well  lialanccd  constitution  we  have  hceii  prom!  to  possess. 
If,  as  was  maintained,  a  flovernor  mii^t  do  as  ho  is  told  hy  his 
cahine',  no  matter  how  irdamous,  how  injurious,  nay.  how  fatal 
to  the  hosts  interests  of  the  people  committed  to  his  chaise, 
may  he  the  act  lo  which  he  is  called  on  to  assent,  what  is  tho 
Use  of  the  ortice  ?  A  signature  |>laeed  hy  a  mosseiigor  hy 
means  of  a  stamp  would  he  as  goixl  as  the  si^ri  manual  of  such 
a  <iovcrnor,  an(i  much  cheaper.  No  const itui  i<»nal  reason  was 
given  tor  the  retnoval  of  Mr.  I;etcllior.  •'  His  usefulness  is 
g(tne  "  was  sutficient  to  seal  his  late,  and  this  gi-oss  outrage 
was  peipolratcd  to  secure  v(>tes.  Had  one  momher  of  the 
opposition  the  courages  to  recall  that  event  and  tho  lesson  to  he 
learned  from  it,  as  to  tho  coui'se  to  I.c  followed  in  deciding  tho 
policy  t(»wards  tho  Jesuit  Findowment  Act  ?  Tho  Ijotol'lier 
outi'ago  is  hut  a  specimen  of  Sir  .lohn  Macdonald's  whole  poli- 
tical career.  Not  principle,  hut  opportunism;  not  tho  highest 
interests  of  the  country,  but  retention  of  power ;  not  what  is 
right,  but  what  pi-omisos  for  tho  moment  to  be  successful.  As 
was  said  of  another  politician    of  the  same   degraded   class. 
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"  His  great  crimes  were  enhanced  hy  his  immense  talents,  of 
which  (iod  gave  him  the  use,  and  the  Devil  the  application." 

\h  the  history  of  the  opposition  much  better  than  that  of  the 
faction  now  in  power  and  maintained  in  power  by  the  shame- 
less manipulation  of  constituencies,  as  shamelessly  vaunted  ?  It 
is  true  they  have  not  so  black  a  record,  but  that,  as  every  indi- 
cation shows,  is  from  want  of  opportunity  to  do  mischief, 
not  from  want  of  will.  How  long  is  the  country  prepared  to 
submit  to  the  rule  of  two  unscrupulous  factions  ?  The  party 
press,  on  both  sides,  denounces  every  proposal  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  "Third  party."  But  it  is  not  a  third  party  that  is 
wanted,  but  a  strong,  honest  party,  led  by  men  of  fixed  prin- 
ciples, to  drive  out  both  factions.  The  vote  on  the  Jesuit  En- 
dowment Act  is  but  one  of  a  long  series  of  votes  to  pander  for 
the  support  of  seltisb,  sectional  interests,  and  it  is  unnecessary 
surely  to  point  out  that  no  party  can  be  sustained  on  a  policy 
of  hostility  to  any  one  class  in  the  community.  There  must 
be  something  more  genei-al  and  permanent,  if  good  is  to  be 
etfected.  The  tiue  policy  must  be  adopted  to  preserve  consti- 
tutional lights  and  to  cut  off,  not  merely  tjy  to  reform  abuse; 
the  maintenance,  firmly  but  without  bluster,  of  our  fisheries 
and  other  possessions;  a  I'ational  system  of  finance,  not  the 
present  reckless  expenditure,  nor  yet  the  adoption  of  the  flabby, 
feeble  doctrine  that  we  must  have  reciju'ocity  oi-  perish,  as  if 
we  were  a  country  of  babies  or  imbeciles.  In  everything,  the 
policy  must  be  honest,  bold  and  manly,  if  we  are  to  be  raised 
from  the  miserable  I'ut  into  which  we  have  fallen  by  the  moral 
cowardice  of  both  factions,  \,  ho  are  equally  afraid  of  advoca- 
ting true  principles  in  case  of  losing  votes,  party  being  first 
and  country  nowhere. 

But  the  present  spasmodic  lit  of  anger  against  those  who 
voted  for  the  allowance  of  the  Jesuit  Kndowment  Act  can  lead 
to  no  good,  unless  the  true  constitutional  systeni  of  Govern- 
ment be  understood  and  adopted  as  a  permanent  pi-inciple  of 
any  party  that  may  be  formed.  There  has  been  too  much  in- 
clination to  abuse  the  Jesuits  and  to  allege  their  evil  repute  as 
;i  reasoj)  for  the  Act  being  disallowed.     This  is  altogether  to 
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m.Happrehon.l  the  point  at  isHue  in  the  Hrnt  place,  that  in  the 
question  of  constitutionality.     No  matter  if  the  Jesuits  be  as 
black  as  their  enemies  or  as  white  as  their  frien.ls  represent 
them,  they  are  equally  entitled  as  is  the  greatest  criminal,  to 
the  protection  of  the  constitution.     Has  that  been  violated  or 
not  18  the  first  question  to  be  settled.      That  there  has  been  a 
violation  of  the  law  of  praemunire,  no  intelligent  man,  not  a 
politician,  doubts.     But  if  it  be  decided  that  there  has  been  no 
violation,  then  a  question  of  policy  arises,  namely,  whether 
tHo  Jesuits  compose  an  association  that  can  bo  tolenited  here- 
whose  existence  can  be  sanctioned  by  an  Act  of  Incorporation, 
and  which  can,  with  safety,  be  allowed  to  develop  its  system 
in  this  country.     The  one  is  a  general  consideration  flowing 
from  the  interpretation  of  the  laws  of  the  Empire,  the  other  a 
•special  case  to   be  dealt  with  as  it  has  arisen,  but  which  can 
never  enter  into  the  constitution,  apart  fi-om    the   ordinary 
laws  of  the  realm,  of  any  party  which  is  to  rule  in  Canada 

Almost  enough  has  been  said  of  the  evil  nature  of  Jesuitism 
Ibat  It  IS  dreaded  by  Roman  Catholics   themselves  is  a  state- 
ment that  needs  no  elaborate  argument  lo  supj)<)rt.   The  oppo- 
sition by  Cardinal  Taschereau  to  the  api)lication  for  an  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Order  is,  of  itself;  a  strong  proof  of  it,  and  had 
the  MacdonaUl  ministry  been  wise,  they  would  have  disallowed 
the  Act  without   incurring  any  political  odium,  bc-ause  snp^ 
ported  in   their  action   by  the  official    head  of  theOhu.ch   of 
which  the  Jesuits  are  supposed  to  fovm  a  part.     The  cnstitu 
tional  grounrls  for  the  disallowance,  apart  from  political  con- 
siderations, appear  to  bo  ample,  in  spite  of  the  arguments   to 
the  contrary,  and    politically,   the   lowest  motive  of  all   to  -i 
statesman,  that  course  would  have  been  the  safest.    The  oppo- 
sition of  the  Cardinal  is  only  the  latest  proof  in  anarray  of  evi 
dence,  that  the  Eoman   Catholic  powers  not  only  distrust  but 
fear  the  followers  of  Loyola,  whose  order  they  have  used  every 
means  to  destroy.    The  briefest  possible  statement  of  the  treat- 
ment accorded  by  Eoman   Catholic  powers  to  the  Jesuits,  is 
sufficient  proof  of  this. 

In  France,  the  society   was   condemned    in    155-i   by   the 
Sorbonne    (the  faculty  of  theology  regarded   as  the  highest 
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authority  on  sueh  HiibioctK)  ;  was  expellcl  in  1504;  re-admitted 
in  1004;  totally  Huppros.ed  and  its  proi.ciMy  confiHcatcd  in 
n()4.  All  thin,  it  must  be  leniembercd,  whilst  Franco  was  a 
purely  IJoman  Catholic  country.  In  En^^land  (whilst  Koman 
Catholic)  the  society  was  ordered  to  be  expelled  in  1579,  1581, 

158f>  and  lfi02. 

Of  other  Roman  Catholic  countries  the  record  is  the  same. 
Venice  expelled  the  Order  in  11)07;  Holland,  in  1708;  Portu- 
iral  in  1759  ;  Spain,  in  1707.  Kven  the  inflillible  power  of  the 
Pope  has  set  its  seal  on  the  character  of  the  Order,  for  in 
1773,  it  was  abolished  by  Pope  Clement  XIV. 

During  this  century  the  Jesuits  were  expelled  in  18 IS  from 
Belgium,  one  of  the  most  priest-ridden  countries  in  Europe ; 
from  Russia,  in  1820  ;  from  Spain,  1820  and  1835  ;  from  France 
in   1831  and   1845;    Irom  Portugal   in  1834;    from   Sardinia, 
Austria  and  other  states,  in  1848;  from  Italy,  and  Sicily  in 
1800.     The  latei-  expulsion  from    France  may  be  omitted,  it 
being  maintained  that  that  country  is  in   the  hands  of  an  in- 
fidel government,  but  the  omission,  whilst  neither  admitting 
nor  denying  the  accusation   that   France  is  infidel,  does   not 
weaken  the  aiguinent    to  be  based  on  the  fact  that  the  Jesuits 
have   luHM.   expelled    from  every   Roman    catholic  country  in 
Europe,  as  well  as  from   the  colonial   possessions   of  each  of 
them.    But  supposing  all  this  be  granted,  admitting  to  the  full 
all  that   may  be  said  against  the  .lesuits,  interposing  no  word 
of  obiection'  to  all  the  <lenunciations  of  which  they  have  been 
the  objects,  will  these  form  the  nucleus  round  which  a  patrio- 
tic  and   constitutional   party  can   gather.     In  a  country  like 
this  of  mixcl  races  and  various  loi-ins  of  religious  belief,  <loes 
the  policy  of  hatred   towanls  one  class  of  the  community  otlcr 
any  hope  for  the   building   up  of  a  truly   constitutional    party 
under  whoso  guidance  the  country  may  Hourish.     The  Jesuit 
b^ndowment  Act  has  roused  a  storm  of  indignation,   but  how 
long  is  that  to  attect  the  constituencies  ? 

Both  political  parties  have  been  equally  guilty,  whatever  be 
the  measure  of  that  guilt,  ami  the  constituencies  will  resume 
their  ordinary  attitude  towards  the  present  political  factions, 
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o  trammels  of  hostile  tactions, 
nd  patriotic  policy,  get  lid  of  both,  and' 


leg  B  ate  and  rule  not  for  the  gratitication  of  personal  greed  or 
Hmbition    but  for  the  best  interests  of  the  country  at  lar..e 

t  would   be  presumptuous  to  indicate  any  special   line  of 
policy  for  such  a  conntitutional  party  as  those  who  wish  well 
o  iheir  country  must  desire,  yet  scarcely  hope,  to  see.     But 
there  are  some  abuses  which  should  be  attacked  at  once  and 
the  attack  steadily  persisted  in,  until  the  evils  are  removed 
li.e  s^'>.tem  of  bribing  ministers  of  the  crown  has  now  reached 
a  .scandalous  height.     It  was  begun,  as  all  scandalous  systems 
a.;e  apparently  in  the  most  innocent  way,  but  it  almost  imme- 
diaely  sprang  into  full   being.     Contractors  present   testimo- 
nials, as  bribes  are   mildly  called,  to  the  ministers   who  arc  to 
award,  a.,d  afterwards  to  pass  in  judgment  on  the  fulHImcnt 

of  then- contracts,  n.en  in  the  civil  service  bribe  their  ministers 
'-•  promotions,  by  getting  up  similar  testimonials,  and  taking, 
an  artive  ostentations  pari  in  collecting  a  suMirient  amount    A 
Fov.s.on  should   he  placed    on   the  Statute   Book,  that   everv 
m.n.sler  ol'  the  (^-own   accepting  hucI,   bribe,  testimonial    by 
whateve..  name  it  be  -ailed,  and  whether  in  n.onev,  .eal  estate 
o'-  other  valuable  proj.erty,  real  or  n.ov^dde,  should  be  ,ps.  fart, 
U.sm.s,sed  trom   oHiee,  thai    his  s.-at  in  the  House  <.f  Commons 
or  .Senate  should  become  ami   be  de.-lared  vacant,  (bllowed   if 
"oed  be,  by  such  <,the,-   penalty  as  should  be  considered  nee'es- 
^ary  to  secure  purity  in  those  holding  legislative  or  exec-utive 
othcvs      U  iiiese  n.en  are  too  stupid,  or  too  greedy  not  to  nee 
the  ndan.y  of  receiving  bribes,  Ihoy  and    the  publir  should   bv 
punitive   measures,  be   made  to  un<lerMan.l  Ihat  it  is  a  crime 
ivinally  vde  are  those  members  of  rarliament  who  sell  th«.ir 
votes  for  office,  Judgeship,  grants  of  land,  etc.     Kverv  member 
should   therefore,  be  by  statute  debarred  from  accei,ting  any 
othce  of  emolument  under  the  Crown,  ex.-opt  that  of  u  mem- 
ber of  tlie  cabinet,  subject  to  re-election,   the  speakership  or 
he  othce  of  the  deputy  to  the  speaker,  so  long  as  he  continue 
to  represent   a   constituency   and    the   same  disqualification 
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Hhould  continuo  for  five  years  after  ho  Iuih  ccaKod  to  be  a  mom- 
l)or,  and  penalties,  deprivation  of  the  office  under  the  Crown 
thu8  conferi'od,  whether  Jud<^e8hi])  or  any  other  bcin^  one  of 
tliem,  should  be  imposed  for  every  violation  of  the  law.  This 
would  largely  stop  the  unblushing  pui-ehase  of  votes,  which 
has  been  and  is,  a  standing  danger  to  our  liberties. 

Men  are  allowed  to  sit  and  vote  in  Parliament  who,  by 
means  of  sham  limited  liability  companies,  composed  of  thom- 
Belves  and  perhaps  (not  always)  one  or  two  othei's,  receive 
government  contracts.  It  surely  would  not  be  difficult  to 
reach  and  put  an  end  to  this  gross  abuse,  which  is  a  direct 
and  flagrant  violation  of  the  independence  of  Parliament  Act, 
covered  by  a  technical  quibble. 

On  the  trade  policy,  whilst  it  is  clear  that  the  people  have 
pati'iotism  enough  to  sustain  whatevei*  burdens  they  are  taught 
to  believe  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  the  country,  it  is 
efjually  clear  that  many  of  these  ai-o  unnecessary  and  posi- 
tively hurtful.  The  extension  of  several  branches  of  manu- 
facture has  caused  a  production  far  exceeding  the  limits  of 
consumption  in  the  country  itself,  and  yet  by  the  incidence  of 
taxation,  no  outlet  can  be  Ibund  for  the  excess  abroad.  It  is 
to  foreign  conimcrce  we  must  look  foi-  th«'  full  develo])- 
nient  of  our  industries,  by  establishing  ti'iide  with  the  vvjiole 
world,  and  this  can  never  be  done  by  shackling  them  under 
the  name  of  Protection.  If  W(^  cannot  hidd  our  own  market 
without  heavy  restricti\t'  duties  on  ini]>o)ls,  Jiow  can  we 
coni])ete  with  rivals  in  an  oi»(3n  market  abioad  ?  ()ne  thing 
inui^t  l)c  plain- -that  we  should  liame  oui'  policy  lo  suit  our 
selves,  not  lei  our  tariff  depend  on  the  ca]irices  or  anli(|uated 
trade  theories  of  the  politicians  of  the  United  States,  but  deal 
with  our  commercial  interests  as  a  sensible  peo|)le.  If  the 
linited  States  do  not  wish  to  trade  with  ns,  then  let  them 
alone,  and  by  removing  obstacles,  enable  ourselves  to  turn 
elsewhere.  ( -anadians  are  awakened  at  last  from  their  lethargy, 
and  the  moment  is  jiropitious  for  such  a  change  as  wouM 
purify  the  political  atmos|)here.  JJut  to  gather  the  force 
and  direct  it  into  the  proper  channel,  needs  a  man  of 
houesty  of  pui'pose,  of  tii-mness  of  character,  of  a  high  order 
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of  intellect,  with  -reat  powers  of  o,-^ra„i,ation,  and  one  whom 
the    people    would    willin-ly    support.     None   such    has    vet 
appoai-ed,    and     ihe    spontaneous    outhurst    which,    vlirhiW 
dnocted,    will    secure   for  Canada    a    career    of  purity   and 
P';o.si.ei'i(y,  without  a  capable  guide  may  vanish  like  a  s-unmor 
mist,  leav.n-  (.nly  a  .nemory  of  what  mi-ht  have  been  :  -  h^mial 
'•lights  h,r  all,  purily  ol" government  and  a  prosperous  people  " 
Yet  there   is  no  reiuson  to  doubt  that  a  leader  will  be  Ibund 
who  ,,in  attract  a  body  of  associates  to  direct  this  niovenient 
tis   because  ,t  has    been  spontaneous,  that   m.  man  has  yet 
become  so  proraine.it  as  to   take  the  chief  place.     Those  er.- 
gaged  in  (he  work  aiv   not  political  hacl<s,  but  men  honestly 
<lesirous  to  promote  and  secure  the  freedom  and  pn.sperity  of 
the  whole    Dominion,  und  of  every  seeth.n   .d"  its  population. 
I  he  desire  for  a   chunge   l,a.s   been  steadily  grow  in-  and  had 
the  Act  that  has  immediately  l.-d  to  the  revolt  against  machine 
politicians  not  been  passed  and  assen(e<l  to,  s.,me  other  woul.l 
I'-'veled  to  the   same   result.      In    one    respect  it    is,  perhais 
nnlo.lunate  that  the   immediate  cause  can  be  made  u^e  of  to' 
«tir  up  sectional  jealousies  and  irreligious  animosities    but  the 
movement  itself  is  not   directed   against  the  lioman  Catholic 
Church  or  Its  adherents;   it  is  against  the  politicians  who  :,re 
nsingitfor  (heirown  jmrposes,  as    the   same  class   has  been 
using    Protestant   organizations   with   the  sarae  end   in  view 
riuH  should  be  made  so  clear   as  to  leave   no   room   for   mis- 
representation, thus   removing   many  of  (he   difiiculties  our 
business  men  here  in   Montreal  feel  in  identitying  themselves 
with  any  movement  that  can  be  construed  into  an  act  of  hos- 
tility to  their  business  connections,  and,  in    many  caaes  part- 
ners.    As    the    movement   advances,  the   leaders  will   emerge 
irom  the  mass,  for  the  men  who  cannot  be  persuaded  to  take 
part  in  the  contests  of  politicians,  will  have  little  hesitation  in 
sharing  m  a  work  worthy  of  statesmen. 

A.  M.  D.  G. 


